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§137.45

§137.45 Interviews with past and
present owners, operators, and oc-
cupants.

(a) Interviews with owners, opera-
tors, and occupants of the facility and
the real property on which the facility
is located must be conducted for the
purposes of achieving the objectives
and performance factors of §137.30(a)
and (b).

(b) The inquiry of the environmental
professional must include interviewing
the current owner and occupant of the
facility and the real property on which
the facility is located. If the facility
and the real property on which the fa-
cility is located has multiple occu-
pants, the inquiry of the environ-
mental professional must include
interviewing major occupants, as well
as those occupants likely to use, store,
treat, handle or dispose of oil or those
who have likely done so in the past.

(c) The inquiry of the environmental
professional also must include, to the
extent necessary to achieve the objec-
tives and performance factors in
§137.30(a) and (b), interviewing one or
more of the following persons:

(1) Current and past facility and real
property managers with relevant
knowledge of uses and physical charac-
teristics of the facility and the real
property on which the facility is lo-
cated.

(2) Past owners, occupants, or opera-
tors of the facility and the real prop-
erty on which the facility is located.

(3) Employees of current and past oc-
cupants of the facility and the real
property on which the facility is lo-
cated.

(d) In the case of inquiries conducted
at abandoned properties where there is
evidence of potential unauthorized uses
or evidence of uncontrolled access, the
environmental professional’s inquiry
must include an interview of at least
one owner or occupant of a neighboring
property from which it appears possible
that the owner or occupant of the
neighboring property could have ob-
served use or other presence or likely
presence of oil.

§137.50 Reviews of historical sources
of information.

(a) Historical documents and records
must be reviewed for the purposes of
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achieving the objectives and perform-
ance factors of §137.30(a) and (b). His-
torical documents and records may in-
clude, but are not limited to, aerial
photographs, fire insurance maps,
building department records, chain of
title documents, and land use records.

(b) Historical documents and records
reviewed must cover a period of time as
far back in the history of the real prop-
erty to when the first structure was
built or when it was first used for resi-
dential, agricultural, commercial, in-
dustrial, or governmental purposes.
The environmental professional may
exercise professional judgment in con-
text of the facts available at the time
of the inquiry as to how far back in
time it is necessary to search histor-
ical records.

§137.55 Searches for recorded envi-
ronmental cleanup liens.

(a) All appropriate inquiries must in-
clude a search for the existence of envi-
ronmental cleanup liens against the fa-
cility and the real property on which
the facility is located that are filed or
recorded under Federal, State, tribal,
or local law.

(b) All information collected by per-
sons specified in §137.1(a) rather than
an environmental professional regard-
ing the existence of environmental
cleanup liens associated with the facil-
ity and the real property on which the
facility is located may be provided to
the environmental professional or re-
tained by the applicable party.

§137.60 Reviews of Federal, State,
tribal, and local government
records.

(a) Federal, State, tribal, and local
government records or databases of
government records of the facility, the
real property on which the facility is
located, and adjoining properties must
be reviewed for the purposes of achiev-
ing the objectives and performance fac-
tors of §137.30(a) and (b).

(b) With regard to the facility and
the property on which the facility is lo-
cated, the review of Federal, State, and
tribal government records or databases
of the government records and local
government records and databases of
the records should include—
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